5G TESTBEDS & TRIALS PROGRAMME VISION
Build - the business case for 5G by stimulating new use cases and
create the conditions needed to deploy 5G efficiently

Foster - the development of the UK’s 5G ecosystem

Lead - the way in 5G R&D to drive UK 5G leadership

EVIDENCE OF THE 5G ECOSYSTEM PROGRESSING
30th
May

UK:
5G will be
launched on
all 4 MNO
networks in
2019 - city &
consumer
eMBB
focused

Vodafone
launched its 5G
roll out on July 3rd

O2 5G to
arrive in
October

Launched
19th August

5GTT PROGRAMME DELIVERY APPROACH

5G UK: UNIVERSITY TEST NETWORK

To get initial momentum in July 2017 DCMS funded a £16m test network
consisting of a collaboration between:
❖
❖
❖

5G Innovation Centre at the University of Surrey
The University of Bristol
King's College London

They created the world’s first end-to-end 5G network, which continues to
support other projects in the 5G Programme and have demonstrated some
innovative use cases during the last six months.

The capabilities of the 5GUK Network were
successfully demonstrated at Mobile World
Congress, the World’s largest exhibition for
the mobile industry, in February 2018.

Liverpool 5G Testbed
Healthcare in an urban
setting

USE CASE
TRIALS

5G Rural Integrated
Testbed (5GRIT)
Farming and tourism

5G Smart Tourism
Tourism

Worcestershire 5G
Manufacturing and
security

5G RuralFirst
Agritech, community and
infrastructure, broadcast,
industrial IoT, spectrum
sharing

AutoAir
Dense deployment,
CAVs

URBAN CONNECTED COMMUNITIES
Design wireless
infrastructure to deliver
high quality connectivity
and allow new 5G
applications to be
trialled in a number of
sectors

Allow industry to test
different deployment
models for 5G
infrastructure and help
inform the development of
policy and regulation to
support 5G deployment

At least £25 million DCMS funding is
available for the project, from 2018 to
March 2022.
West Midlands 5G Ltd (WM5G), a new
organisation set up by West Midlands
Combined Authority (WMCA), is leading
delivery, working with industry and the
public sector.

Support economic
growth and improve the
quality of life of citizens
using 5G connectivity in
public and commercial
services.

Planning was
completed earlier this
year, and early
feasibility studies and
in-depth market
engagement have
begun.

5G SECURITY
Working with the National
Cyber Security Centre,
across Government and
industry, the Government
plans to launch a number
of security projects later
this year.

UK/KOREA – 5G RailNext
A £2.4 million project to
support businesses in the two
countries to participate in a
project to develop 5G-ready
‘infotainment’ content and
services on transport systems.

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

INDUSTRIAL 5G TESTBEDS AND TRIALS

Understanding how 5G will
interact with transport
networks; exploring potential
business models and
applications for this sector is
a key focus for the 5G
programme

Organisations will partner to trial
applications, services & products
that will develop the 5G
ecosystem in chosen sectors.
Initial focus is on manufacturing
and logistics.

Rural Connected Communities
Programme and policy context
● Supporting the overall strategy for improving mobile coverage and
driving successful 5G implementation in the UK by:
○ Improving the case for investment in rural network deployment by
testing new commercial and technical solutions for more
efficient deployment of advanced network infrastructure,
including 5G; and
○ Supporting the business case for 5G by building and proving
demand from new use cases that incentivise investment in
rural areas.
● Running alongside 4G rollout - and investing in the next generation
● Aligning with, and benefiting from, the work of the government’s
Barrier Busting Task Force.
● Not a network coverage roll-out programme, but a series of trials and
testbeds to de-risk and inform future network roll-out programmes.

Rural Connected Communities
Project Ambition
●

New use cases and associated commercial and technical
deployment solutions

●

Opportunities for market expansion

●

Societal and economic benefits

●

Increased levels of technology innovation

●

Helping a new and growing rural innovation ecosystem

●

Higher levels of security

Rural Connected Communities
Key dates and deadlines
Competition opens: 27 August 2019
Clarification questions on the application guidance: 27 August – 27 September
2019
Competition closes: 12pm prompt (midday), 25 October 2019

Shortlist applicants notified: 14 November 2019
Interviews for shortlisted applicants: 25 November – 6 December 2019
Successful applicants notified: December 2019
Grant claim period: January 2020 to end March 2022

Rural Connected Communities
Further information
● Clarification questions on the Application Guidance to
5Genquiries@culture.gov.uk, at any time up to 27 September.
● DCMS will provide a response to your question, and will make
copies of answers publicly available through the Competition
Guidance page on Gov.uk.
● State if commercially sensitive and you do not want answers made
public.
● Further information at https://uk5g.org/discover/testbeds-and-trials/

● You can also sign up to the UK5G RCC collaboration platform to
connect with other organisations which are interested in forming a
consortium.

Thank you

